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TSIPPI FLEISCHER was born in Haifa, Israel, in 1946. In high school she concentrated on Arabic language and
literature while, at the same time, intensively pursuing piano and theory studies at the Rubin Conservatory of
Music in Haifa. She went on to study composition and conducting with Yitzhak Sadai, Noam Sheriff and Mendi
Rodan at the Rubin Academy of Music in Jerusalem. Throughout this period she continued her Oriental studies.
She obtained her M.A. in music education in 1975 from the University of New York. Today she is a lecturer at

the Tel Aviv University and at the State Training College for Music Teachers.

TSIPPI FLEISCHER deliberately writes Israeli music. As an individual well-rooted in the landscape of her country
and of the region, she gives expression to their special character in her music. Equally manifest in her composition
are universal intellectual and musical foundations.

Amongst her works: a symphonic poem A GIRL NAMED LIMONAD (1977; IMI); a song cycle GIRL-
BUTTERFLY-GIRL for soprano accompanied by oriental folk instruments, on texts by contemporary Lebanese and
Syrian poets (1977; IMI); RESUSCITATION, five miniatures for cello solo (1984; IMI); THE CLOCK WANTS
TO SLEEP for children's chorus (1981; IMP); LAMENTATION for soprano, women's chorus, two harps and
percussion (1985; PEER-Verlag); THE GOWN OF NIGHT, collage of voices of Bedouin children (1988; magnetic-
tape); several ballets and music for the theatre,

SCENES OF ISRAEL - SIX MADRIGALS (1981-1983)

The Six Madrigals were composed in memory of Uri Maimon, a childhood friend who was killed in the Yom-
Kippur War in 1973.

Each madrigal is dedicated to a different corner of Israel. The first - to the mountains of Edom - is of an exotic
nature; the second, to Tel Aviv, has a touch of both surrealism and the "angst" associated with civilization; the
third moves busily around the scenes of Jerusalem. The dramatic climax comes with the fourth madrigal, true

to the spirit of the great poet Uri-Zvi Grinberg; in contrast, the fifth conveys the tranquility of nature. The sixth
and final madrigal is in festive vein; here we have the splendour of the Kinneret associated with the familiar song
which was the inspiration for a grand chaconne.

The musical language is tonal/modal, but with a particular syntax in which a "new order” reigns in the hierarchy
of intervals: against the perfect consonants and their embellishments - the seconds - are pitted the triads which
break down the tonal solidarity of the perfect consonants.

This work is regularly performed by the Israel National Choir "Rinat" and is included in its repertoire. The six
madrigals were recorded during 1987-1989, conducted by Stanley Sperber. This digital recording appears on a
compact-disc "TSIPPI FLEISCHER - VOCAL MUSIC" released by the American company OPUS ONE

(cat. no. 158CD), and on a music- casselte,



ON TRANSCRIPTION OF HEBREW

. glottal stop
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The sign ~ over a vowel denotes stress: in the Hebrew .word ?old the stressed syllable is ¢,
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TSIPPI FLEISCHER

SCENES OF ISRAEL: MADRIGAL No.6

"THERE GOD'S GARDEN FLOURISHES" -
To the Sea of Galilee (Lake Kinneret)

Text: Yaakov Fichman

About Madrigal No. 6

The madrigal which concludes the entire work is a series of variations on the well-
known Hebrew song, "Al Sfat Yam Kinneret" (On the shore of the Sea of Galilee) -
melody: Hanina Karchevsky. The Kinneret is the symbol of the beautiful landscape

of the Land of Israel.

The words tell of a splendid palace on the shores of the lake where God's garden
flourishes. A youth lives there alone and studies with the Prophet Elijah. No wave

stirs; even the birds stand and listen to the teachings of the Lord.

The sixth madrigal is in extremely festive mood with a twenty-voiced canon on
Karchevsky's original melody bringing the entire work to a grandiose /& conclusion.

Tsippi Fleischer

Yaakov Fichman was born in 1881 and died in 1958. He was one of the
outstanding lyricists of the new Hebrew poetry; without rebelling against Bialik's
poetics, he enriched Hebrew poetry with impressionistic nuances and new ways of
celebrating nature and scenic beauty.

Prof. Ziva Ben-Porat
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GAN ’EL SAM NATUA

'Al sfdt yam Kinéret

Armén rav tif’éret

Gan ‘€1 3Zam natuda

BS ’éts lo yanda.

L)

M{ gdr Zam? - Rak nd’ar

Ka’sf bidmi yd’ar,
Loméd Zam tord hu

Mipi ’Eliydhu.

Hés, gdl lo koléakh,

Kol ’6f haporéakh

'Oméd vesSoméa

Tordt ’é1 boléa.

n137na71 113700 TIPAD DRYIND

THERE GOD’S GARDEN FLOURISHES

On the shore of Lake Kinneret
Stands a palace of great splendour;
There God’s garden flourishes

In it no tree is stirring.

Who lives there? - A lone youth
Like a bird in the silent forest;
He studies the Holy Law there

At the feet of Elijah.

Hush, no wave is rippling —
All the birds of heaven
Are standing still and listening

God’s Law they are imbibing.
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vaakov Fichman, 1911. In: "Shiron le-khita VI" ("Song-book for the Sixth
Grade"), Tel-Aviv, published by the Ministry of Education and Culture in
collaboration with Israel Composers' League and Tel-Aviv Municipality,

1970.

English: Gila Abrahamson.
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TSIPPI FLEISCHER
"THERE GOD'S GARDEN FLOURISHES" - to the Sea of Galilee
Text: Yaakov Fichman
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